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Last year [2002], I visited the Ukraine twice, spreading the message of forbidden archeology among scientists, students, and the general public.  
The first visit was in the spring. At that time, I was invited to give a talk to the archeologists at the Institute of Archeology of the Ukrainian Academy of Sciences in Kiev, the ancient capital of the Ukraine. There I presented a summary of the evidence for extreme human antiquity documented in my book Forbidden Archeology. I also spoke about the Vedic background of my work, which is inspired by my studies in the Puranas, the ancient historical writings of India. And finally, I discussed the topic of knowledge filtration, by which archeological evidence for extreme human antiquity is eliminated from normal scientific discussion. 
It is very upsetting to my extremist critics (I call them the “fundamentalist Darwinists”) that I get such invitations from professional archeologists. These extremist critics wish to totally bar me and my work from the world of science, but the world of science, apart from these extremist critics, seems quite open to at least hear my ideas. 
The talk at the Institute of Archeology went well. About fifty archeologists attended. I was introduced by one of the directors. Afterwards, several archeologists purchased copies of the Russian edition of my book The Hidden History of the Human Race (the abridged edition of Forbidden Archeology). Although most of the people speak Ukrainian, a Slavic language related to Russian, they also know Russian quite well. Still, I hope that eventually a Ukrainian publisher will bring out a Ukrainian edition of the book. In any case, several archeologists approached me after the talk and told me that they have had experience of the knowledge filtering process operating in their discipline there. One of the archeologists accompanied me out to my car. He said he very much appreciated my talk. He said that some years ago, the archeologists at the institute would have weekly sessions in which they deeply questioned the fundamental assumptions underlying their practice of archeology, but over the years these discussions had stopped. He said that my work made a contribution to getting archeologists thinking about these things again. 
Another highlight of the spring tour was a visit to the Dnepropetrovsk Historical Museum. The second largest city in the Ukraine, Dnepropetrovsk during the Communist era was a closed city, off limits to tourists because of its missile factories and other top secret installations. When I arrived at the museum, I was met by its director, who introduced me to Dr. Larisa Churilova, head of the archeology collection. Dr. Churilova led me on a tour of the archeology collections. I learned some interesting things from her. While showing me old tombs, skeletons, and items buried along with the skeletons, she told me that the evidence suggested to her that the Stone Age people of this region believed in reincarnation. I found that quite interesting, because, as a student of the Vedic philosophy, I accept reincarnation as a fact. I asked her if she and her colleagues had published anything on the topic. She said no, because the editors of many of the professional journals frown on such cultural interpretations of archeological evidence. They just want to print things like “a stone flake 2 centimeters long was found at a depth of 1 meter in the excavation,” without offering any thoughts about what role the object may have played in the conscious lives of the people who made and used it.
Other objects in the museum suggested contacts or relationships with the Vedic culture of India. Aside from evidence for extreme human antiquity contradicting the Darwinian theory of evolution, evidence for the presence of Vedic culture in various parts of the world is one of my main interests. Many Ukrainian and Russian archeologists, having noticed the signs of Vedic culture in that part of the world, have concluded that the Vedic culture originated in the steppes of the southern Ukraine and then moved into India about 3500 years ago. But I believe it is more accurate to say that the Vedic culture was always present in India, and that the signs of Vedic culture discovered by archeologists in the southern Ukraine represent a radiation of that culture from India. 
During this first tour, I also spoke to students and professors of archeology and history at several universities in Kiev, Dnepropetrovsk, and Donetsk. And I also had a chance to speak to the people in general through public lectures and the media. Major articles about me and my work were published in the major national and urban newspapers, with headlines such as “Humans Are Not Apes Says Controversial Archeologist from USA.”  
The response to the spring tour was so positive, that I came again in the fall, to visit three other major cities—Kharkov, Odessa, and Lvov. Kharkov is like the Pittsburgh (US) of the Ukraine, a tough, grimy industrial center, but like Pittsburgh it also has its cultural side. In Kharkov I had a meeting with prominent scientists and philosophers at the House of Science, who came there to hear me talk on forbidden archeology. Odessa, on the Black Sea coast, is somewhat like New Orleans, a rowdy port town, with a long history of smuggling and black marketing, and a mixture of various cultures. 
In addition to my usual university lectures and media interviews, I had the chance in Odessa to meet Dr. Boris Mukha, a paleontologist at the Museum of Paleontology of the University of Odessa. Parts of underground Odessa are honeycombed with sandstone caves that go for miles. The caves were put to good use by the partisans who resisted the German occupation during World War II, but they are also filled with deposits in which can be found bones of animals millions of years old. Dr. Mukha showed me a collection of animal bones between 3 and 4 million years old that display signs of having been modified for use as primitive tools. Some of the jaw bones of mammals have holes drilled in them. The holes have led some to speculate that the animals were killed by bullets shot by space visitors millions of years ago. My inspection of the bones does not support that particular idea. It seems that the bones were modified for some deliberate purpose. In addition to the holes, I saw that many of the edges had been sharpened and polished. 
Dr. Mukha told me that when the bones were first shown to specialists from Russia, they said that they obviously had been modified by an intelligent being. But when they were informed of the ages of the bones, they changed their minds. A report submitted by Dr. Mukha to the Russian journal Priroda (Nature) was rejected. This seemed strange to me. It seems that the bones could, at the very least, be attributed to a hominid on the level of Australopithecus. The evidence shows that the environment around Odessa 3-4 million years ago was warm and dry, like the African savannah. But scientists seem to object to the idea that Australopithecus could have been present outside of Africa. So the bone tools of Odessa provide another case of knowledge filtration.
As far as I am concerned, modifications of the animals’ bones could have been made by anatomically modern humans living 3-4 million years ago in the Ukraine. I have shown in Forbidden Archeology that there are numerous discoveries of human bones and artifacts demonstrating that humans of our type were present in various parts of the world at that time, and far earlier. 
 Inspired by the historical research I did in Forbidden Archeology, Dr. Mukha and a coauthor are now working on a study of the anomalous archeological discoveries made by earlier generations of archeologists, geologists, and paleontologist in Eastern Europe. I am looking forward to seeing that report, as it could add another chapter to the history of forbidden archeology. Dr. Mukha also showed me an account from Yevlia Chelevi, a seventeeth century Russian traveler in Turkey, who saw bones of gigantic humans in a cave there. 

After Odessa, I went to Lvov, a very cultured and architecturally beautiful city in the far western part of the Ukraine. There I had a public lecture attended by about five hundred people. After the talk, a graduate student from the university raised some loud objections, of a purely theoretical nature. I let him go on for some time, but in the end, when I asked him if he could offer any specific objections to any of the specific cases I presented in the talk, he could not do it. As I did after the spring tour, I then went by train to the Crimea, to spend a few days in Yalta. There I finished writing the introduction to my forthcoming book Human Devolution, which should be in the bookstores by fall 2003. Yalta, because of its southern position, usually escapes the extreme cold of the Russian and Ukrainian winter. Czar Nicholas II had at Yalta a winter palace that was later used in 1943 for a famous wartime meeting between Stalin, Roosevelt, and Churchill. My first two days in Yalta were sunny. The southern coast of the Crimea, with its dry mountains falling to the sea, has a California air to it. But an unusual cold spell, powered by northeast winds from Siberia, brought snow to Yalta. Bowls of hot borscht with sour cream helped me survive until it was time to take the train to Kiev, where I boarded my flight back to Los Angeles. 
